‘Angels’
aid area
soldiers

BY LISA YATES
The Sentinel-Record

President Bush’s plan to
deploy more U.S. troops to
Iraq could leave more soldiers
seeking temporary homes for

their pets, according to Linda

Spurlin-Dominik, co-founder
of Guardian Angels for Soldier’s
Pets.

In 2005, she and co-founder,
Carol Olmedo, started the group
to support the troops, help pro-
mote patriotism, and keep pets
from being turned over to ani-
mal shelters.

“The intent is to help sol-
diers keep their pets,” Dominik
said. “When a soldier takes his
pet to an animal shelter, he has
to relinquish ownership. That’s
nothing against the Humane
Society, or other rescue groups.
It’s just the way they’re set up.
We’re not in competition with
these groups. We’re different.
We try to find foster caregiv-
ersys

Since the group began, the
women have fostered and as-
sisted fostering 15 pets from
five states - Arkansas, North
Carolina, Maryland, Kansas and
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SOLDIER’S PETS: Linda Johnson, secretary/treasurer
of Guardian Angels for Soldier’'s Pets, cares for two
dogs whose owner is deployed. Guardian Angels for
Soldier’s Pets is an all-volunteer organization dedicat-
ed to helping military service members on active duty
find temporary care for their pets.






