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Founderôs Corner 

November 2010 

First my sincere thanks and appreciation from the bottom of my heart to our 
affiliated MN Chapter, our national and state level volunteers across the 
country, our Guardian Angels (those fostering and/or fostered these beloved 
pets), those who have registered as part of our foster home network interest-
ed in opening their hearts and homes to care for these beloved pets, our 
supporters, our donors, and especially  our military service members, 
wounded heroes, fallen heroes, and their families for their day-to-day service 
and sacrifices on behalf of this great country we live in. 
 
Iôve taken a few moments to reflect how this organization has grown since 
January 2005 with 7 volunteers (2 Founders and 5 potential AR foster 
homes) to the end of October 2010 where our potential foster home network 
has grown to 2400+ with 203 pets fostered, and 122 beloved pets reunited 
with their owners following a deployment to harmôs way or an unforeseen 
medical/health related situation since 2007.  In addition during 2010 we were 
able to purchase 13 acres in Gatesville, TX (approximately 14 miles west of 
Fort Hood) to establish the first MVP Sanctuary, the organizationôs official 
national office, and move the national day-to-day operations from AR to TX. 
Now the MVP Sanctuary Project Team is working toward the planning and 
implementation related to the various project phases at the TX property.  
  
As we enter this holiday season, we are asking for your continued efforts by 
spreading the word, learning the various ways you can help our organiza-
tion, and/or  consider helping by making a monetary donation directly to our 
organization or via the various ways shown in this newsletter while shopping 
for those special holiday gifts.  
 
On behalf of Guardian Angels for Soldierôs Pet we wish everyone a healthy 
and safe 2010 holiday season. 

 
Angel HUGS, 

Linda  
Linda Spurlin-Dominik 
Founder 

 

2010-2011 National  
Board of Directors 

 

¶ President/CEO: Linda Spurlin-
Dominik 

¶ Vice President: Sally White 

¶ Secretary: Nancy Donovan 

¶ Treasurer: Lynne Bourgeois 

¶ Director: Jessica Semon 

¶ Director: Jack "One-Eyed" 
Smoot 

 
 

MVP Sanctuary  
Project Team 

 

¶ Project Leader: Linda Spurlin-
Dominik 

¶ Assistant Project Leader: 
Lynne Bourgeois 

¶ Project Development  
Director: Jack "One-Eyed" 
Smoot 

¶ MVPS-TX Implementation  
Director: Jerry Bourgeois 

¶ Communications Director: 
Jessica Semon 

November is  
 

Military Family  
 

Month 
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Currently Fostered 

 

Attention all eBay Buyers!  
 
You can donate a portion of your sales to 

Guardian Angels for Soldierôs Pet by signing 

up as a ñCommunity Sellerò - 10% of your 

sales will go directly to our organization. You 

can do so easily from the sellerôs section on 

eBay.  

 

If you are interested in purchasing from a  

participating seller, go visit our page to see 

all of the Community Sellers who support our 

organization with every purchase. 

 

Look for more ways to support our  

organization in our next newsletter.  

Resident pet and Shelby in Idaho 

Demo (the brindle boxer mix) with his 5 foster  
siblings in Tennessee 

Jonnie in Texas 

These photos only represent some of the pets 
currently fostered via our Foster Home program 
throughout the country. 
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Foster Care Tip 

Have you ever had a relative or friend stay at your 

house a little too long? We all have, and it can be 

frustrating at the time, but when they leave all you re-

member are the smiles, great times and how much 

fun you had.  So why should it be any different for our 

furry friends when they have a visitor that they per-

ceive to stay at the party way past bedtime? Itôs not!  

But thankfully animals adapt, and with the right guid-

ance and some tricks of the trade, they can do so 

quickly. 

 

The Introduction: Always play it safe when introduc-

ing new animals to each other. If you are introducing 

a small animal that lives in a cage to a dog or cat for 

example, you may want to keep the small animal in 

their carrier and let the dog or cat sniff and get used 

to this new creature. Try to take the curiosity out of 

the newcomer so the resident pet will think ñno big 

dealò and leave it alone.  Then find a safe place for 

the foster pet to reside until their soldier or vet re-

trieves them. 

 

If the small animal is a cat and you are introducing it 

to a dog ï do your homework!  Make sure your dog 

likes cats and the foster cat likes dogs. Again, prac-

tice caution and keep the cat in its carrier until you are 

comfortable there will be no altercations. Read the 

animalôs behavior as they will let you know if itôs ok to 

comingle - these guys are wonderful at displaying 

their disdain for each other! 

 

For practical purposes, the remainder of this article 

will focus on dogs. 

 

Bringing Home Your New Foster: Dog on dog 

greetings should be handled with a little more care. 

Itôs best to have dogs meet each other on common 

ground outside of the house.  When your foster dog 

arrives, have your dog on a leash and ready to go for 

a walk. This serves a few purposes; walks are associ-

ated with fun and what dog doesnôt want to have fun?  

With the dogs already in a good mood, itôs time to 

make friends.  When you see that everything is going 

well on your walk and tails are wagging, find a tennis 

court, quiet dog park, or some other enclosed area 

where both can be let off leash safely.  When they 

start to run and play, or even ignore each other, itôs 

time to go home!  Let the foster dog explore your 

home and backyard in private by putting your pet in a 

room or crate.  Again, this is all new and can be 

stressful so you want to make sure you give the foster 

pet time to check things out and get comfortable with 

their new surroundings on their own terms and with-

out distraction. This is natural and ok.  From there, 

your foster will most likely be exhausted and need a 

long nap. 

 

Day 1: Your new foster dog may go through a period 

of separation anxiety or stress the first day or so. After 

all, there are new smells, new friends and maybe 

even some new rules to follow. Signs of stress can 

include whimpering, waiting by the front door, shed-

ding or not eating. In order to acclimate your foster 

pet, try to keep some sort of schedule at first and fos-

ter security by treating them the same as if they were 

home using the same rules and boundaries. It is also 

a good idea to ask the owner for an item of clothing 

that their pet can sleep with; this will make the pet 

more at ease just being able to identify with their own-

erôs smell.  Try not to over coddle the dog as this in-

tentional act of love and caring may have the uninten-

tional outcome of reinforcing the petôs anxiety. 

 

 

Introducing a Foster Pet Into the Family 
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Foster Care Tip (continued) 

ñI took two female dogs into a house with an existing 
female dog.  Usually same gender is hardest to intro-
duce to one another. If you are new at this, consider 
getting an opposite gender foster. Fortunately, the 
foster girls are some of the gentlest, nicest, most well-
mannered pets I have ever met.  It came down pri-
marily to re-assuring them all that they were all loved 
and it was all ok.ò - A. Lopez, GASP Foster Mom 

 

Week 1ï and after: Keep the dogs separated until 

you are confident they will get along ï this could be 

done using crates, separate bedrooms or, if the dogs 

are small enough, barriers so they can see each oth-

er.  Donôt leave them home alone out of the gate; test 

the waters first by leaving the house to run a few er-

rands. Slowly leave them for longer periods of time 

until you are confident they have bonded.  However, 

they should play together every day to form a bond, 

and youôll want to make sure their experiences  

together are positive ones.  Dogs are known for their 

pack mentality and in no time should be best buddies. 

 

Remember, take it as slow as you feel is necessary 

for the foster petôs comfort level, your petôs comfort 

level but most of all ï your comfort level. 

 

Keeping a Happy Home 

 

1) Be the pack leader ï dogs need to know that their 

human is in control; otherwise, the dogs will try to 

establish dominance. 

2) Remove the dog's food, water and toys during the 

time of the introduction and beyond ï do not feed 

the dogs together, put them in separate rooms or 

one inside and one outside to enjoy their meal.  

Once everyone has finished, pick up the dishes 

(youôd be surprised at the yummy morsels that 

can be left in the bowl).  Water is ok to share once 

a friendship has been established.  This same phi-

losophy applies to rawhide bones or anything that 

can be perceived as food or highly desirable.  

Toys should also be avoided if you notice any 

possession traits (growling, picking up the toy and 

going into a corner, or stealing toys from one an-

other). 

3) Fighting ï itôs just a fact that dogs may fight and 

they do so very many different reasons.  Actually, 

what we perceive as a fight can often be just their 

way of communicating. Or more seriously, they 

could be trying to establish dominance (if you be-

lieve this to be the case, the dogs should never be 

left alone unattended until the issue is resolved). 

Regardless, no one likes it when it happens.  Your 

first concern should be your safety, do not put 

your hands in the way of their mouths.  If there are 

two people present, each person should grab the 

dogôs hind legs and pull at the same time. This 

only works with two people, if you pull one dog 

and not the other; you have given the unattended 

dog the advantage.  Water also works well with 

most dogs.  Keep a spray bottle handy as well as 

hoses in the yard.  A good squirt will most likely 

divert their attention and stop the fight.  There are 

many great articles on the web that address this 

topic, so educate yourself, and remain calm and 

assertive if a fight breaks out as they are looking 

to you to be the alpha. 

Article by Kathy Brinck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foster dog playing with two resident dogs. 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

 

Janna Hora 
CA Foster Care Coordinator 
Co-Founder/Pet Services Director-MN Chapter 
Volunteer since June 2006 
 
What made you decide to volunteer? 
I actually am one of the founding members of the  
Minnesota Chapter of Guardian Angels for Soldier's Pet.  
I was asked to join and help our soldiers in need by my 
dear friend, Sally White. Sally and I met through a  
Doberman Rescue organization and when she told me 
about Guardian Angels for Soldier's Pet, I thought it was a 
wonderful organization. I have friends that are in the  
military and wanted to support them and give something 
back to all the soldiers who support our country. 
 
What's the most gratifying part of being a volunteer? 
The most gratifying part of my job is knowing that I have 
helped a soldier in need. Some of the soldiers I work with 
have no other family outside of their pet. Knowing that I can 
be a part of keeping that family together and giving them 
something to come home to makes it all worthwhile. 

 
What advice 
do you have 
for someone 
looking to get  
involved with 
Guardian  
Angels? 
My best advice 
is to just to 
help out in 
whatever way 
you can. No 
matter how you 
volunteer,  
everything you 
do helps a  

soldier. The hardest part of volunteering with the  
organization is trying not to take too much on. There are a 
variety of opportunities to help out, so find the position that 
best matches with your lifestyle. Talk to people that  
currently hold the position you are interested in, whether it 
be in your own state, region, or at the national level.  
 
 

 

Lynne Bourgeois 
Texas Director 
Volunteer since January 2009  
 

What made you decide to volunteer?  
I have always been involved in the volunteer world for 
most of my life. I like helping others and knowing I may 
have improved someone's situation, or touched 
someoneôs life. 

 
What's the most gratifying part of 
being a volunteer?  
The happiness on someone's face 
when they know that their pet has 
been loved, spoiled and generally 
adored while they were gone. 
 
What advice do you have for 
someone looking to get involved 
with Guardian Angels?  
Get involved at the level of comfort 
for you. Then grow within the  
organization until you are learning 

new things, and helping more people. 
 
 
 
 

 
Shawna Michaud 
Tennessee Director 
Volunteer since March 2010 
 
What is your role with Guardian Angels for Soldierôs 
Pet and what does it consist of? 
Tennessee State Directorð I find a foster home that is 
the perfect fit for the animal while the soldier is deployed, 
whether it be in the same county or across the state. 
 
What's the most gratifying part of being a volunteer?
With a massive deployment of Tennessee soldiers the 
state has been inundated with foster home requests so 
finding willing foster homes that are the right fit is difficult.  
It is gratifying when I am able to find a foster home for a 
pet. 
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Volunteer Spotlight 

 

Sarah James 
National Coordination Director  
Volunteer since August 2008  
 
What made you decide to volunteer?  
I kept seeing craigslist ads for people having to give up their dogs for 
deployment so I offered to help with fostering 2 cats for a navy woman.  
I did some research and found this organization and decided to try to 
help on a larger scale. 
 

What's the most gratifying part of 
being a volunteer?   
The knowledge that I've helped both 
the military and their pets. I'm a dog 
lover, so it's nice to help with the hu-
man side of things. Animal rescues 
sometimes forgets that there are peo-
ple who need our help too.  
 
What advice do you have for some-
one looking to get involved with 
Guardian Angels?   
Make sue you understand what youôre 

signing up for. It can take as little or as much time as you have availa-
ble. If youôre going to commit, then commit. We get so many interested 
volunteers but, when it comes down to actually helping, most people 
are excited and then disappear.  Also, I would be lost and way behind if 
I didnôt get all the emails to my Blackberry. Technology is great. I can 
place a dog driving to work or sitting at a coffee shop. It's amazing what 
you can squeeze into a day if you take a minute here a minute there.  

 
Introducing a New Volunteer Opportunityé. 
 
The Foster Home Services Liaison (FHSL) state level volunteer role is responsible for acting as the liaison  

between our foster homes (Guardian Angels) and the state level Foster Home Coordinator. Help our organi-

zation recruit potential foster homes, other volunteers to assist with the foster home coordination effort and 

promoting our mission. 

Maintain contact with the Foster Homes in their state during the time the pet is being fostered and assist with 

any questions and/or any issues that may arise during the foster term.  This may be done via email on a reg-

ular basis, which may be monthly or every other month.  It is important to our organization and our clients 

(Military Service Members) that we keep the line of communication open with the Foster Homes.  If a prob-

lem arises during the foster term please advise the Foster Home Coordinator, if assistance is needed, so we 

can help. 

Estimated Time per month: 5-10 hours 

A special thanks to Tonya  
Phipps (IL Director) and her 
husband for going above  

and beyond for the reunion with 
Wesley, Lucy and their solider. 

Cats were fostered in  
Arkansas.  Reunited with  
military family in Indiana in  

August 2010. 
 

Above: Wesley   

Below: Lucy  
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MVP Sanctuary 

 
Project Update 
 
Itôs been a little over two months since the organization packed up the 
national headquarters and moved to Texas. Communities, individuals, 
businesses, and various organization have opened their arms and  
warmly greeted our organization as we settle into our new national 
home. 
 
A special thanks to Lynne, Phyllis, Jerry, Jack, Frank, Pam, Jared,  
Austin, and Michael for your generous time, efforts, and support with the 
move from AR and TX.     
 
While volunteers are helping with smaller projects on  the property, the 
MVPS Project Team is working on Phase II which involves finalizing the 
design and layout for the private pet care facility, reviewing and finalizing 
the costs associated with establishing and opening the private pet care 
facility (commercial septic, extending the water, telephone, and electric 
service, building materials, HAC systems), and identify the various ways 
to raise the funds for Phase II and paying off the property mortgage  
within the next 3 years.  

Official member of the Texas  
Association of Nonprofit  

Organizations  
as of August 2010 

A special thank you to the 
MN Chapter of  

Guardian Angels for  
Soldierôs Pet for the $500  
donation to the MVP  
Sanctuary Project!!! 

Above: Temporary  
National Office at  
TX MVP Sanctuary  
property in Gatesville, TX 

Right: Fenced area behind national  
office for our first fostered guest 
(Snowball) at the TX MVP Sanctuary  
so she can enjoy being outside. 
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MVP Sanctuary 

 
Ways to Help Make This Project a Reality 
 
 
1. Share this information and the link to our MVP Sanctuary website 
(www.MVPSanctuary.org) with your family, friends, co-workers, and 
others you may know who would have an interest in becoming a "TX 
MVPS" Supporter. 

 
2. Consider making a monetary donation in someone's or beloved pet's  
"Honor" or "Memory"  via: 

 
Check/Money Order - Payable to Guardian Angels for Soldier's Pet 
(Memo: TX MVPS Project) and mailed to:  
 

Guardian Angels for Soldier's Pet 
9725 FM 1783 

Gatesville, TX 76528-4739 
 
 OR 
 
Online at www.mvpsanctuary.org via the PayPal "Donate" button.   
95% of your donation is allocated to the project with 5% allocated to-
ward administrative and future fundraising expenses. 
 
 

 

Spread the Word... 
 
The MVP Sanctuary has itôs own Facebook Fan Page!  ñLikeò the page  
today to learn more and get updates as things happen on the property. 

  
The MVP Sanctuaryôs 
 First Guest 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 17, 2010 the organiza-

tion welcomed our first pet guest at 

the sanctuary property.  Snowball is 

a sweetheart  and fits right in with 

the CEOôs 2 beloved "fur-babies." 

Her "mom" is currently deployed in 

Afghanistan while her other siblings 

are currently fostered by our TX  

Director.   

Proposed renderings of future MVP Sanctuary facility. 
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